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Week 3 Lecture Notes

Secondary Data Sources

I.
What we’ll cover today


1.
Purpose of secondary research


2.
Sources of secondary data

3.
Methods of Locating, Accessing, and Using Secondary Data

II.
Definition

What is secondary data?  Data designed and collected by someone else

--often for another purpose, might share with others

--in case of large, federal studies, data designed and collected explicitly to share with others, e.g.,



--U.S. Census


--NCES longitudinal studies (see ELS base year report, p. 3:

http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2004/2004405.pdf) 

III.
Purpose of secondary research


A.
Provide basic descriptive information 



1.  provide information about basic conditions concerning social, economic, and educational welfare of nation, state, locality




--e.g., examples?



--provide information on severity and changing nature of a condition, problem




--e.g., teenage pregnancy, student achievement



--importance of this function recognized by increased publication of statistical reports by state and federal agencies


2.
provide information to establish context and rationale for analytic study



-e.g., dropouts


--descriptive information not highly valued in research community, often overlooked or de-emphasized


--but important to policymakers and public

B. Secondary/archival data can be used for analytic studies through secondary statistical analysis

C. Source of information on research design issues—sampling, questionnaire design, etc.

III.
Steps in Using Secondary Data


1.
Locating


2.
Accessing


3. 
Managing


4.
Analyzing


5.
Reporting

IV.
Locating Secondary Data 

A.
Types of Secondary Data



1.
Published statistics



2.
Databases


B.
Sources of Data  (Handout)



--most often collected by government agencies



--some collected regularly, some one-time



--many based on surveys and/or archival records



--often published statistics, sometimes secondary data


C.
Types of Information (Handout)

D. Education Databases (Handout) (Overhead)

V. Accessing Secondary Data—Class demonstrations

A. Published reports

1. Digest of Education Statistics, List of Tables (http://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/).  

2. The Condition of Education (http://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/).  

B. Customized data

1. U.S.: NAEP data (http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/naepdata/search.asp).  

2. U.S.: Common Core Data (http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/bat/).  

3. U.S. Census Buruea (

4. California: DataQuest (http://data1.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/).  

5. California:  Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR) results (http://star.cde.ca.gov/).  

C. Questionnaire design

1. SASS Teacher Questionnaire

Item Bank and questionnaires (http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/SASS/questionnaire.asp).    
2. Class size reduction study

D. Retrieving data

1. Inter-University Consortium for Policy and Social Research (http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/).  

