ED201B Survey Research Design

Winter 2005

Assignment 3
Prospectus for Survey Research Study

Write a prospectus for a research study using survey research methods.  The prospectus should be no more than six double-spaced pages.

I.
Select research problem


A.
Describe topic and its origins/source



--casual observation, deductions from theory, current issues, etc.


B.
Explain significance/rationale



--why is the topic or problem worth studying?



--e.g. knowledge of enduring practice, theory testing, current issues, etc.

II.
Review literature


A.
Describe and justify relevant research


B.
Review existing theory, disciplines


C.
Review existing empirical literature

III.
Specify research questions/hypotheses 

IV.
Develop research design


A.
Select and justify the type of survey research design


B.
Select subjects/sites



--population of interest



--basis of selection/sampling from population



--procedures 


C.
Decide what information to collect



--variables/domains of interest:  knowledge, beliefs, values, behaviors, attributes



--sources of data:  observations, interviews, questionnaires, tests/inventories, etc.



--procedures for collecting


D.
Describe procedures for analyzing data


E.
Discuss problems/limitations of the design




