Undergraduate Research Opportunities

Shane R. Jimerson, Ph.D.

University of California, Santa Barbara

Graduate School of Education

Counseling, Clinical, and School Psychology


Dr. Jimerson’s research teams focus on an assortment of topics, including; Early Reading Assessment, a Family Focused, Neighborhood Based Intervention for Adolescents with Drug or Alcohol Problems, Child and Adolescent Bereavement, Early Academic Interventions for At-Risk Children and International School Psychology.   


Research assistants’ responsibilities include designing and preparing data collection packets; gathering and reviewing relevant literature; and processing, managing, and examining data.  Projects during a given quarter vary, but will always include reading and writing about the topic of the research study and assisting with data collection and management.  Students are trained to use library resources and learn new software including  SPSS, Teleform, Word, Excel, and digital design software.  In addition, attendance at weekly project meetings enhances research assistants understanding of issues and concerns related to the research project. All activities are documented on each research assistants’ activity sheet. These activities and experiences will better prepare each research assistant for graduate school and other opportunities.  Research assistants work closely with doctoral students and Dr. Jimerson.  Hours per week will vary (usually 3-6) and students may enroll in 1-3 credits of ED 199RA per quarter.  Most students are involved for at least a full academic year and many for two or three years, because of the training we provide and the nature of the research process, we encourage students to commit for the entire academic year (not just a single quarter).  Thus, Sophomores and Juniors are especially encouraged to get involved.


If you are interested, please provide a brief response to each of the questions below.  Please send to Dr. Jimerson via e-mail <Jimerson@education.ucsb.edu>


1) Year in college and expected date of graduation?


2) Overall UC GPA?


3) Major and Major GPA?


4) Research experience: what project(s) and who was/were the professor(s)?


5) Academic and research interests?


6) Future plans: Graduate school or otherwise?


7) Future plans: Career?


8) Of all the applicants to be a research assistant, why are you the one to select?

Dr. Jimerson is currently seeking undergraduate research assistants to join the following research team… 

The ORAL-J research team focuses on an early reading assessment that is designed as an effective and efficient assessment to address a variety of educational issues.  In particular, this assessment identifies students in need of remedial assistance, describes some of the student’s basic skills, evaluates progress of students across time, and provide a performance based measure for accountability at all levels.  Through early identification and continuous progress monitoring of reading skills this assessment is designed to help promote the academic success of students.

Students who are interested in attending graduate school are especially encouraged to apply.  Those considering graduate school in psychology, child development, or education will benefit tremendously from experience as an undergraduate research assistant.  Working closely with Dr. Jimerson; graduate students in counseling, clinical, and school psychology; graduate students in the child and adolescent development programs; as well as other talented and enthusiastic undergraduate research assistants provides an opportunity to learn more about research methodology, graduate school, and the issues being examined.  Sophomores and Juniors who are especially enthusiastic, dedicated, persistent, attentive to detail, cordial, bright, and interested in the above topics are encouraged to contact Dr. Jimerson at <Jimerson@education.ucsb.edu> and provide responses to the 8 questions.     

