University of California, Santa Barbara

Department of Counseling, Clinical, and School Psychology 

School Safety, Violence, and Crisis Response
CNCSP 262D

Seminar, Wednesday 1:00-3:50

Periodic, high-profile incidents of school violence both in the United States and around the world have understandably resulted in public demand for increased school safety. This demand has, in turn, led to school safety policies and practices that have raced ahead of empirical research. This situation is now changing. In both the United States and across the world a continuing flow of government-funded research studies now make it possible for schools and communities to implement school safety programs    that are founded on sound scientific research.



                - The Handbook of School Violence and School Safety, 2006
Instructor:  Shane R. Jimerson
Jimerson@education.ucsb.edu




     1332 Phelps Hall
        Office Phone: 893.3366

Office Hours:  TH 4-5 and Arranged by Appointment

 Course Overview

This course provides access to core knowledge related to promoting school safety, preventing school violence, and responding to school crises. It emphasizes research that informs professional practice and provides fundamental information to promote future scholarship. This seminar offers a foundation (conceptually, empirically, and practically) for both scholarship and practice regarding implementing effective prevention and intervention programs to prevent school violence and promote safe and effective schools. This course is organized to address four core areas; 1. Foundations of School Violence and Safety, 2. Assessment and Measurement, 3. Research-Based Prevention and Intervention, and 4. Implementing Comprehensive Safe School Plans. 
Course Requirements


Students are required to attend each seminar session, complete the assigned readings, complete the in-class activities, complete a research review assignment, and complete the final project by the assigned date.


Attendance is Mandatory, the information presented will complement the literature in the reader, participation during class will be scored and there is no way to compensate for the content.


The Required Readings provide the basic information for this course, being familiar with this material prior to the scheduled session is essential to facilitate your understanding and ability to participate in the discussion.


In-Class Activities will involve 1) contributing to the discussion and exploration each session, and 2) presentation and leading discussion on one of the topics. Each student will select a week to present during week one (be certain to sign up for a topic during week one). The focus on the presentation will be to provide a 45 minute in-service session to educate professionals regarding the topic of the week. This will include a handout delineating key information that participants should take from your presentation. The class presentation will be made during the week scheduled in the syllabus. An electronic copy of your presentation and handout are to be submitted via e-mail, in advance of your presentation.


Research Review (15 pages total, double spaced) will be required of all students. The paper must also include a special emphasis on current research regarding the topic. Students are encouraged to identify recent journal articles related to their topic area and provide a brief review and summary of relevant scholarship, with particular focus on the implications for practice (including a summary table titled, Implications for Practice). Your paper must also nominate the work of at least two additional contemporary scholars that would make a notable contribution to the topic of focus. The format for this will be a listing of recent scholarship (full references, preferably 2000 and more recent) that you believe would be especially valuable. Also, please obtain the University affiliation, e-mail address, and snail mail address for each nominee. Papers must be in APA format, double spaced, 1 inch margins, 12 pt times font and one printed copy will be due at the eighth class meeting. All papers are to be submitted via e-mail. 

Grading Procedures


Students must complete all of the above requirements.  The class presentation, class participation, and term paper are each worth 30 points.  The article recommendation is worth 10 points.  Thus, there are 100 points.  

(A range >=90% of total points          > B range >=80% of total points        we’ll talk <=79% of total points)  

Important Policies
•

Late assignments will not be accepted and in-class activities cannot be made 
up at a later date.  If you must miss a session, make arrangements prior to 
your absence to fulfill the assignment.  

•
Any form of Scholastic Dishonesty will result in an F and an official 
notification to the CLA Scholastic Conduct Committee and the Dean of Academic Affairs.  Scholastic Dishonesty includes (but is not limited to); cheating on assignments or exams; plagiarizing (misrepresenting as one's own anything done by another); depriving another student of necessary course materials; or sabotaging another's work.

•

Students with documented disabilities are invited to contact me to discuss 
special arrangements that may be needed to facilitate successful 


completion of the course.  I will arrange appropriate accommodations. 

Required Readings  

Jimerson, S. R., & Furlong, M. J. (Eds) (2006).  Handbook of School Violence and School Safety: From Research to Practice. Mahwah, New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc.
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Weekly Topics
	Week
	Topic
	Readings

	
   1.
	Introduction and Overview
	CH 41



	
   2.
	1. Foundations of School Violence and Safety

Youth Engaged in Antisocial Behaviors:

Support in the Lives of Students


	CH 1 

CH 2



	
   3.
	1. Foundations of School Violence and Safety

Safe, Supportive, and Effective Schools: 

A Problem Solving Model


	CH 3 

CH 4

CH 5



	
   4.
	2. Assessment and Measurement

School Violence Assessment Primer


	CH 8

CH 12

	
   5.
	2. Assessment and Measurement

Assessment of Bullying, Discipline, and Safety


	CH 11 

CH 13

CH 14



	
   6.
	3. Research-Based Prevention and Intervention

Bullying Prevention and Intervention


	CH 17

CH 18

CH 20

CH 21

 

	
   7.
	3. Research-Based Prevention and Intervention

School-wide Violence Prevention Programs:

Promoting Social Competence and Positive Behaviors
	CH 25

CH 26

CH 27

CH 28



	
   8.
	4. Implementing Comprehensive Safe School Plans

Threat Assessment as a Component of Safe Schools

	CH 10

CH 38

CH 39



	
   9.
	4. Implementing Comprehensive Safe School Plans

Comprehensive Safe School Plans:

Examples and Insights 


	CH 33

CH 34

CH 36 

	
  10.
	Preparing and Responding to Crises at School
Concluding Comments and Discussion:

Science to Practice


	CH 6

CH 29


School Safety and Violence Seminar

In-Service Presentation Assignment


The in-class presentation will occur as scheduled (the week specified in the course outline).  The information below provides a summary of the requirements for this assignment.


Essentially, the in-class presentation assignment is 4 parts, including; 

1) the preparation of a slide presentation using powerpoint software, 

2) the development of a comprehensive script, delineating specifically what will be included in the presentation, 

3) an appropriate summary handout to accompany the presentation, and 

4) the actual presentation during the scheduled session.


The presentation should systematically address;

A. 
Introduction to the topic – including advanced organizer

B.  
Description of key considerations 

C. 
Overview of evidence-based strategies to address the topic

D.  
Summary of Key Points

E. 
List of 5 key references that would be valuable


It is essential to provide highlights from contemporary research during the presentation.


Presentations should be developed for 45 minutes.  


An electronic copy and hardcopy of all materials are due on the date of your presentation (please provide the electronic copies via e-mail). 

Finally, you must provide a score for your project and a rationale for this score (the in-class assignment is worth 30 points).

This course content addresses APA standards for Social Bases of Behavior as well as the following school psychology training standards;

Primary:

Standard 9 

School Safety and Violence Prevention 

The program provides candidates with opportunities and experiences to 

understand ways in which school environments can enhance the safety and well- 

being of all pupils. The program provides candidates with the knowledge and 

models of systematic school safety planning that include comprehensive school 

climate and crisis response plans addressing elements of prevention, intervention, and treatment. The program provides candidates with opportunities and experiences to demonstrate knowledge and skills to assist in the development and implementation of a comprehensive program to reduce the incidence of school site violence. The program provides candidates with knowledge and skills that address the needs of witnesses, victims and perpetrators of violence as they relate to improved behavior and enhanced teaching and learning. 

Rationale 

The need for safety and security is at the foundation of all human needs.  If pupils 

and school staff do not feel safe and secure at school, then the capacity of schools to 

educate is diminished. Candidates need to receive instruction in human behavior, 

group dynamics and organizational culture. This training provides the basis with 

which to help schools address personal, social, and interpersonal situations that 

impede learning and that may create conditions that lead to injury and harm on 

school campuses. The promotion of school safety and the reduction of risks 

associated with verbal, emotional, and physical violence is central to the PPS 

professional’s role in schools. 

Primary:

Standard 21 

Wellness Promotion, Crisis Intervention, and Counseling 

Candidates are prepared to help design, implement and evaluate wellness, 

prevention, intervention, and other mental health programs at the individual, 

group and system levels. They are knowledgeable about academic, behavioral, and serious personal difficulties. As primary mental health service providers, 

candidates are able to recognize the behaviors and contexts that are precursors to the development of internalizing disorders, externalizing disorders, and dropping out of school. Candidates can design programs and implement prevention, intervention, and treatment services across the hierarchy of pupils’ development needs. Candidates can work with school personnel, pupils, parents, and the general community in the aftermath of personal, school and community crises.

Rationale 

Public schools are one of a variety of organizations in each community that serves 

pupils and their families. Within the school system, school psychologists serve vital 

roles in the promotion of wellness and the prevention of academic, emotional, and 

behavioral problems. Given their expertise in typical and atypical child development, 

school psychologists are called upon to work with individuals in the school and 

community and at times to help in the aftermath of disasters such as earthquakes or 

acts of violence. Additionally, pupils and their families often have needs that go 

beyond the services typically provided through the public school system and need 

assistance to access services within the community. 

Secondary:

Standard 17

Psychological Foundations

The program provides candidates with a strong foundation in the knowledge base

for the discipline of psychology in order to facilitate the individual development

of all pupils. This knowledge base includes biological foundations of behavior,

human learning, social and cultural bases of behavior, child and adolescent

development, and the diversity of individual differences in development and

learning.

Rationale

School psychologists serve as representatives of the discipline of psychology and

learning in the school. School psychologists need to apply theories of learning and

development in order to facilitate and improve the instructional process. They

should know (a) empirically demonstrated components of effective instruction, (b)

alternative instructional methodologies, and (c) how to use communication and

interpersonal skills in order to work with others to improve instruction. School

psychologists bring a perspective that combines a focus on individual learners (their

heredity, experiences, perspectives, backgrounds, talents, interests, capacities and

needs) with a focus on learning (the best available knowledge about how learning

occurs and about teaching practices that are most effective in promoting the highest

levels of motivation, learning and achievement for all learners).
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