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University of California Santa Barbara

209 School Psychology Research Seminar

School Psychology Faculty:

Erin T. Dowdy (edowdy@education.ucsb.edu)

Michael J. Furlong  (mfurlong@education.ucsb.edu)

Beth Laurie Garcia (bethlaurie@cox.net)

Shane R. Jimerson (Jimerson@education.ucsb.edu)

Gale Morrison (gale@education.ucsb.edu)

Jill D. Sharkey (jsharkey@education.ucsb.edu)

Matthew Quirk (mquirk@education.ucsb.edu)

When: Friday (12:00-1:00)

Where: First Friday of each month we will all meet together, 

other Fridays we will meet as research teams with individual faculty.

Purpose: UCSB has established a tradition of excellence in school psychology scholarship. This school psychology research seminar provides a formal context to facilitate: 

1. the development of scholarly skills 

2. further collaboration and community building among scholars 

3. shared reflections and insights to promote our collective scholarly efforts 

4. preparation for careers in academia

Process: The research seminar provides the context for obtaining foundation knowledge and experiences essential to conducting research, evaluation, and scholarship.  Through literature review and supervised research activities (e.g., data collection, data entry, data analyses, data interpretation, as well as experimental design and methodology).  During each quarter students will work directly with faculty to develop knowledge and skills to facilitate their scholarly development. Once a month, all students and faculty will meet to explore topics important to all scholars; an outline of the topics to be discussed annually follows.

Primary Program Objective: Recognizing the increasing demands across California and the United States for doctoral scholars in the field of school psychology, the School Psychology faculty at the University of California, Santa Barbara have established the UCSB School Psychology 2020 Doctoral Scholars Initiative.  The primary objective of this initiative is to graduate at least 20 new doctoral scholars by the year 2020.  These are individuals who will be employed in academic positions to contribute to the preparation of future school psychologists and advance the science and scholarship of school psychology. At least 50% will be from underrepresented groups.

Rationale: The research seminar is important for both doctoral and masters students, as the emphasis of the UCSB school psychology program is to (a) prepare doctoral scholars and (b) prepare school psychologists who are scientist-practitioners. The vision for all UCSB school psychology graduates is -- to advance knowledge and bring science to practice to enhance the social, emotional, and cognitive competence of students. The psychological and educational research literature has much to offer to school psychologists (both scholars and practitioners), however, the information is not always accessible or easily understood by all school personnel. School psychologists provide leadership and guidance with their knowledge of current literature on various aspects of education and child development, their ability to translate research into practice, and their understanding of research design and technology. School psychologists serve vital roles in generating relevant science and also in helping various members of the school community gain access to important information about best practices in education.  In addition, data-based decision making and accountability are important in program creation and development and evaluation for groups and systems. School psychologists are often called upon to plan and evaluate prevention and intervention programs for schools and students. School psychologists must possess the knowledge to design interventions that reflects an understanding of typical developmental tasks. Psychologists are called upon to help create a safe and nurturing school environment for pupils who may otherwise not experience such stable, affirming and positive environments. Because communities are becoming increasingly reliant on technology to become better informed about options, resources and opportunities to better serve their respective constituencies. Computer and communication system skills are essential for pupil service providers in gathering and distributing information, making presentations and otherwise managing all aspects of student support services to increase student learning and success. Thus, the content of this seminar is important for all school psychology students.

Assignments: Weekly readings and assignments will vary as a function of the specific scholarly activities of each student. Typical activities include; literature review, data collection, data entry, data analyses, data interpretation, reviews of experimental design and methodology; preparation of manuscripts for publication and professional presentations. As appropriate, specific assignments will be set to facilitate skills and knowledge related to each of the topics emphasized during the monthly meeting of the research seminar (e.g., updating one’s vita for the discussion of vitas).

Simple Summary:  This research seminar emphasizes the essential elements of the UCSB school psychology program in preparing leaders who will advance knowledge, bring science to practice, and prepare the next generation of school psychologists:
1. For students in the doctoral program, the emphasis is on preparing professors (scholars who will advance knowledge, understanding, and development of student support services)  

2. For students in the masters program, the emphasis is on preparing practicing school psychologists.

UCSB School Psychology 2020 Doctoral Scholars Initiative

Research Seminar Monthly Topics include:

CORE KNOWLEDGE

1. UCSB Tradition of Excellence in School Psychology Scholarship

-   emphasis of the UCSB School Psychology 2020 Doctoral Scholars Initiative
2. Academic Career Opportunities in School Psychology

· review available positions

· discuss various academic contexts; e.g.,  research, preparation of next generation

3. Balancing Personal and Professional Activities

· 86,400  

· pursue your passions

· What color is my parachute? Developing scholarly self-efficacy

4. Insights from Recent Graduates

· Experience in the first few years

RESEARCH

5. Preparing Competitive Conference Proposals

· Lessons learned

6. Preparing Publications 

· Lessons learned

7. Preparing and Updating Vitas

· Review of various content, format, and strategies for consideration

8. Locating and Developing Extramural Funding Opportunities

· Using technology to identify resources

· Preparing competitive funding proposals

SERVICE & LEADERSHIP

9. Providing Leadership State, National, and International 

· Importance of such leadership and opportunities

TEACHING

10. Pedagogical Preparation

· Obtaining teaching experience and developing courses 

